
Manifesto for the Preservation of the Minorcan Landscape Around the Main
Road.

The road works which are now underway between Maó and Alaior on the Me-1
in Minorca have become a source of permanent polemic and worry for many
people who have links with the island. 

The building of four roundabouts, each with their own overpass and all within a
distance of five km of each other, will bring about a total transformation of the
landscape along the road which crosses the island from east to west. It is already
clear that the scope of the planned intervention is oversized and not based on real
needs.

As well as the effects on the environment and the wide social rejection which this
project  has  provoked,  there  is  also  the  matter  of  economic  discrepancies.
Although the project has only been underway for a few months the constructions
firms involved are already asking for  a considerably increase in budget.  This
increase is very difficult to accept given that the project is causing bitter divide
and is being executed in times where other social ambits are receiving substantial
cuts in their budgets. 

I demand that the project is reconsidered and restructured in order to create a
more reasonable intervention, less aggressive in environmental terms, less costly
in economic terms and which could be used to reach a social consensus.

Local and regional elections are just around the corner. We ask that all political
parties, who are in agreement, join forces and promise to work together with a
view to abandoning the present model of roundabouts with their corresponding
overpasses and opt for measures based on common sense. There are alternatives
which are technically viable and legitimate for controlling left hand turns, all of
which can be implemented without destroying the land surrounding the road.

The  Minorcan  landscape  is  famous  precisely  because  it  has  been  so  well
conserved and its destruction is provoking repeated criticism both from people
who live on the island and others who live elsewhere. Minorca must retain its
identity and rich biodiversity. There is still time!

An agreement signed between the Department for Transport and the Council in
Minorca is behind the work on the main road, nearly 40km of highway which
sweep across the island and serve as its principal vantage point. We must avoid
repeating the errors that are being committed now between Maó and Alaior on
the other stretches of the road. 

Minorca has to continue in its  effort  to respect the environment and to be in
harmony with the principals which underlie its status as a Biosphere Reserve.
   


